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§ 661.13 How long are these funds 
available? 

IRRBP funds for each fiscal year are 
available for obligation for the year 
authorized plus three years (a total of 
four years). 

§ 661.15 What are the eligible activities 
for IRRBP funds? 

(a) IRRBP funds can be used to carry 
out PE, construction, and CE activities 
of projects to replace, rehabilitate, 
seismically retrofit, paint, apply cal-
cium magnesium acetate, sodium ace-
tate/formate or other environmentally 
acceptable, minimally corrosive anti- 
icing and deicing compositions, or in-
stall scour countermeasures for struc-
turally deficient or functionally obso-
lete IRR bridges, including multiple 
pipe culverts. 

(b) If a bridge is replaced under the 
IRRBP, IRRBP funds can be also used 
for the demolition of the old bridge. 

§ 661.17 What are the criteria for 
bridge eligibility? 

(a) Bridge eligibility requires the fol-
lowing: 

(1) Have an opening of 20 feet or 
more; 

(2) Be located on an IRR that is in-
cluded in the IRR Inventory; 

(3) Be structurally deficient or func-
tionally obsolete, and 

(4) Be recorded in the NBI main-
tained by the FHWA. 

(b) Bridges that were constructed, re-
habilitated or replaced in the last 10 
years, will be eligible only for seismic 
retrofit or installation of scour coun-
termeasures. 

§ 661.19 When is a bridge eligible for 
replacement? 

To be eligible for replacement, the 
bridge must be considered structurally 
deficient or functionally obsolete and 
must be in accordance with 23 CFR 
part 650.409(a) for bridge replacement. 
After an existing bridge is replaced 
under the IRRBP, it must be taken 
completely out of service and removed 
from the inventory. If the original 
bridge is considered historic, it must 
still be removed from the inventory, 
however the Tribe is allowed to request 
an exemption from the BIA Division of 

Transportation (BIADOT) to allow the 
bridge to remain in place. 

§ 661.21 When is a bridge eligible for 
rehabilitation? 

To be eligible for rehabilitation, the 
bridge must be considered structurally 
deficient or functionally obsolete and 
must be in accordance with 23 CFR 
part 650.409(a) for bridge rehabilitation. 
A bridge eligible for rehabilitation may 
be replaced if the life cycle cost anal-
ysis is conducted which shows the cost 
for bridge rehabilitation exceeds the 
replacement cost. 

§ 661.23 How will a bridge project be 
programmed for funding once eligi-
bility has been determined? 

(a) All projects will be programmed 
for funding after a completed applica-
tion package is received and accepted 
by the FHWA. At that time, the 
project will be acknowledged as either 
BIA and Tribally owned, or non-BIA 
owned and placed in either a PE or a 
construction queue. 

(b) All projects will be ranked and 
prioritized based on the following cri-
teria: 

(1) Bridge sufficiency rating (SR); 
(2) Bridge status with structurally 

deficient (SD) having precedence over 
functionally obsolete (FO); 

(3) Bridges on school bus routes; 
(4) Detour length; 
(5) Average daily traffic; and 
(6) Truck average daily traffic. 
(c) Queues will carryover from fiscal 

year to fiscal year as made necessary 
by the amount of annual funding made 
available. 

§ 661.25 What does a complete applica-
tion package for PE consist of and 
how does the project receive fund-
ing? 

(a) A complete application package 
for PE consists of the following: the 
certification checklist, IRRBP trans-
portation improvement program (TIP), 
project scope of work, detailed cost for 
PE, and SI&A sheet. 

(b) For non-BIA IRR bridges, the ap-
plication package must also include a 
tribal resolution supporting the project 
and identification of the required min-
imum 20 percent local funding match. 
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(c) The IRRBP projects for PE will be 
placed in queue and determined as eli-
gible for funding after receipt by 
FHWA of a complete application pack-
age. Incomplete application packages 
will be disapproved and returned for re-
vision and resubmission along with a 
notation providing the reason for dis-
approval. 

(d) Funding for the approved eligible 
projects on the queues will be made 
available to the Tribes, under an 
FHWA/Tribal agreement, or the Sec-
retary of the Interior upon availability 
of program funding at FHWA. 

§ 661.27 What does a complete applica-
tion package for construction con-
sist of and how does the project re-
ceive funding? 

(a) A complete application package 
for construction consists of the fol-
lowing: a copy of the approved PS&E, 
the certification checklist, SI&A sheet, 
and IRRBP TIP. For non-BIA IRR 
bridges, the application package must 
also include a copy of a letter from the 
bridge’s owner approving the project 
and its PS&E, a tribal resolution sup-
porting the project, and identification 
of the required minimum 20 percent 
local funding match. All environ-
mental and archeological clearances 
and complete grants of public rights- 
of-way must be acquired prior to sub-
mittal of the construction application 
package. 

(b) The IRRBP projects for construc-
tion will be placed in queue and deter-
mined as eligible for funding after re-
ceipt by FHWA of a complete applica-
tion package. Incomplete application 
packages will be disapproved and re-
turned for revision and resubmission 
along with a notation providing the 
reason for disapproval. 

(c) Funding for the approved eligible 
projects on the queues will be made 
available to the Tribes, under an 
FHWA/Tribal agreement, or the Sec-
retary of the Interior upon availability 
of program funding at FHWA. 

§ 661.29 How does ownership impact 
project selection? 

Since the Federal government has 
both a trust responsibility and owns 
the BIA bridges on Indian reservations, 
primary consideration will be given to 

eligible projects on BIA and Tribally 
owned IRR bridges. A smaller percent-
age of available funds will be set aside 
for non-BIA IRR bridges, since States 
and counties have access to Federal-aid 
and other funding to design, replace 
and rehabilitate their bridges and that 
23 U.S.C. 204(c) requires that IRR funds 
be supplemental to and not in lieu of 
other funds apportioned to the State. 
The program policy will be to maxi-
mize the number of IRR bridges par-
ticipating in the IRRBP in a given fis-
cal year regardless of ownership. 

§ 661.31 Do IRRBP projects have to be 
listed on an approved IRR TIP? 

Yes. All IRRBP projects must be list-
ed on an approved IRR TIP. The ap-
proved IRR TIP will be forwarded by 
FHWA to the respective State for in-
clusion into its State TIP. 

§ 661.33 What percentage of IRRBP 
funding is available for PE and con-
struction? 

Up to 15 percent of the funding made 
available in any fiscal year will be eli-
gible for PE. The remaining funding in 
any fiscal year will be available for 
construction. 

§ 661.35 What percentage of IRRBP 
funding is available for use on BIA 
and Tribally owned IRR bridges, 
and non-BIA owned IRR bridges? 

(a) Up to 80 percent of the available 
funding made available for PE and con-
struction in any fiscal year will be eli-
gible for use on BIA and Tribally 
owned IRR bridges. The remaining 
funding in any fiscal year will be made 
available for PE and construction for 
use on non-BIA owned IRR bridges. 

(b) At various times during the fiscal 
year, FHWA will review the projects 
awaiting funding and may shift funds 
between BIA and Tribally owned, and 
non-BIA owned bridge projects so as to 
maximize the number of projects fund-
ed and the overall effectiveness of the 
program. 

§ 661.37 What are the funding limita-
tions on individual IRRBP projects? 

The following funding provisions 
apply in administration of the IRRBP: 

(a) An IRRBP eligible BIA and Trib-
ally owned IRR bridge is eligible for 100 
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